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of the performer of the Sraddha presents him with a turban
of red, the most auspicious of all colours, and also marks his
forehead with a red candalo?-
Two auspicious substances, curds and turmeric, are given to
him, and he rubs them together in his hands, holds them
close to his face and gazes at them.
To close the ceremony, Gane^a is worshipped with the six-
teenfold ritual, and the priest blesses the performer, who
in his turn gladdens the priest by offering him alms varying
from ten to fifty rupees. Alms are also distributed to the
other Brahmans present
That evening a noteworthy gift is made to the nearest
temple of Siva, consisting of a lamp with three hundred
and sixty-five wicks, one for each day of the year,
which is burnt before the linga, the phallic symbol of
Siva.
Moreover, from this thirteenth day onward for three hundred
and sixty-five days, every new first-fruit of the season, such
as the first ripe mangoes, the earliest jujube, sugar-cane, gram,
must be given either to a Brahman or to children, before any
of the members of the bereaved household partake of the
product
The performer also takes a vow on this thirteenth day that,
when the sun turns to the north again (i.e. on Uttarayana
Sankranti Day), he will give thirteen black pots again to
a Brahman.
The proper performance of all these ceremonies is of the
greatest advantage to the performer, as well as to the dead
man's spirit, for when once the preta has changed into a ^arma,
or its equivalent, the performer and his household are, of course,
insured against any harm being inflicted on them by that
spirit as a preta.
However black the dead man's karma may have been, and
whatever else it may force him to become, it cannot, once
^ The mourning would not end so soon, and the turban would never be
given at the close of mourning, for a young person.